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ESSENTIAL STEPS FOR FLEA CONTROL IN CATS
1. Don’t be in “Flea-nial”: It is quite common to be unable to see fleas or flea dirt on a cat. The itchier the cat, the more they groom and clean their coats. Most cats groom frequently, eating fleas in the process, but not before the flea has had time to lay eggs. If you can see fleas or flea dirt on your cat the infestation is severe.
2. USE FRONTLINE PLUS™ , REVOLUTION OR ADVANTAGE™ ON your cat : These  treatments are applied to the skin on your cat’s scruff/neck. Frontline Plus and Revolution kill adult fleas & have medicine to help keep eggs and larvae from developing. Revolution also prevents heartworms, ear mites and controls some common intestinal worms in cats. Advantage kills only adult fleas. It seems to  wear off faster, and may need to be reapplied every 2 weeks for severe infestations. Frontline Plus may need to be applied every 3 weeks for maximum effect. Revolution seems to last all month. Do not bathe or let your cat’s coat get wet for 24 hours before or 24 hours after application of Frontline Plus ™. Do not rub any of these topical products in. Within 24 hours of application, these products are distributed to the sebaceous glands all over the body, killing 98-100% of fleas. Frontline Plus protections against ticks as well as fleas.

2. GIVE YOUR CAT AND ANY COMPANION DOGS AND CATS A CAPSTAR TABLET TWICE A WEEK FOR 3 WEEKS: This product kills adult fleas on your cat starting within 30 minutes of dosing. Over 90% of the fleas are gone within 4 hours on dogs and 6 hours on cats. If your pet gets reinfested, it is safe to give another dose as often as once per day. Capstar leaves no pesticide residue on the pet or in your home. Capstar is safe for puppies and kittens 4 weeks and older, 2 pounds or greater and is safe for pregnant or nursing dogs and cats. Capstar will not interfere with other medications such as Frontline, Revolution and heartworm preventatives. 

3. ALL PETS IN THE HOUSEHOLD MUST BE TREATED AT THE SAME TIME: Any pets that are not treated will provide a safe haven for adult fleas to continue to live and produce new eggs and larvae. Even if you do not see fleas on your cat it does not mean that there is not a flea problem. Fleas run fast, blend in with fur, and one flea bite may continue to make your cat itch for up to 3 weeks, even after your cat has gotten rid of the flea by scratching, rubbing, chewing or grooming and eating it.
4. TREAT THE HOUSE WHEN YOU TREAT THE PETS: Use a professional: We recommend you use a professional exterminator, if possible. You will find this to be the most cost‑effective way to treat the house. Solicit quotes from several exterminators in the area. Be sure to compare guarantees. Get it in writing. We use Trish Mercks with JimPat Pest Control. They can be reached at 678-445-6866 (office) or 770-550-9606 (cell)
If you are going to treat the house yourself: Most OTC foggers kill only adult fleas (5% of the flea problem). Try to find one that also contains Insect Growth Regulators (IGR) that will help keep the flea eggs and larvae from developing. Eggs, larvae and pupae that are not on the pet make up the other 95% of a flea problem. One product, Enforcer Flea Fogger, is available at leading hardware and home center stores. Be sure to follow label directions for use. Before applying any environmental product, we recommend vacuuming your carpet to stimulate the pre-adult fleas to emerge from their protective cocoons. Remember the fleas can be in any room in the house, even if your cat isn’t allowed there. If your vacuum cleaner uses a bag, be sure to discard the bag after use. Mop or clean hardwood or smooth floors to remove any flea eggs that might be present.
5. SPOT TREAT THE YARD ESPECIALLY IF YOU HAVE DOGS: Concentrate on dark, shaded areas. Be sure to rake up any loose leaves, pine straw or debris as it will only protect the fleas from the spray.  Use a product that is labeled for fleas and eggs (Enforcer Flea Spray for Yards works well) and repeat at least once 14-21 days later. Keep your cat off this area until it is completely dry! Do not use these products on your cat!! 

TO WIN YOUR WAR WITH FLEAS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO TREAT THE YARD, HOUSE, AND your catAT THE SAME TIME USING APPROPRIATE PRODUCTS FOR EACH. 

FLEA FACTS

Flea infestations are the most common parasite problem of dogs and cats in our area. It is estimated that American pet owners spend over 500 million dollars each year on flea products most of which do not work. During the past few years much research has centered on studying the life cycle of the species of fleas that attack dogs and cats in an effort to develop better flea control methods. There are over 2000 species of fleas, but only a few actually attack dogs and cats

Here are some facts you should know:
1. Flea eggs are white and about the size of a grain of sand. The eggs are laid while the flea is on the pet and easily roll off the fur into the environment. Eggs usually hatch in 1‑10 days, depending on the temperature and humidity.  Once the eggs hatch, the larvae move deeper into the carpet to get away from light and searching for food. Temperatures below 650 and relative humidity below 70% slow down growth of the flea. When the larva is mature, it produces a silk‑like cocoon. Because the cocoon is sticky, it quickly becomes coated with debris from the environment that helps camouflage it.  

2. The cocoon stage can last 9‑174 days. Adult fleas emerge from the cocoon when stimulated by heat, vibrations, and exhaled carbon dioxide. The entire life cycle can be completed in as little as 12‑14 days, or as long as 140 days.  Under average conditions, the entire life cycle takes 3‑4 weeks.

3. In most situations, after the first treatment of the environment, you will still see fleas on your pet. These are the newly hatched adult fleas that were protected in their “cocoon” when you did your treatment. This is why a second treatment of the environment is needed 2 to 4 weeks after the first one. 

4. Adult fleas are attracted to pets by the warmth of your cat’s body, movement, changes in light intensity, and exhaled carbon dioxide. Fleas have tremendously powerful back legs, which they use for jumping on your cat. It is estimated that if we had power in our legs as has the flea we could jump over the Empire State Building. It is reported that fleas can jump as high as 13 feet.

5. It is now known that the adult flea species that attacks dogs and cats spends its entire adult life on your cat. Once the adult flea begins to feed on your cat, it must have almost constant access to the blood of your cat for it to survive. Adult fleas cannot live off your cat more than 3‑4 days without a blood meal.

6. New adult fleas must have a blood meal within 2‑3 weeks after hatching. The higher the temperature and lower the humidity, the quicker the fleas will die.  

7. Egg production begins within 48 hours of the first blood meal, reaching a peak of  40‑50 eggs per day and  lasting well over 100 days. Female fleas can produce over 2000 eggs during their life. This is equivalent to producing their body weight in eggs every day of their life. While only a fraction of these eggs will eventually develop to adults in the natural environment, this high rate of reproduction ensures that there will ALWAYS be fleas!

8. It is common for people to be attacked by fleas after returning from vacation or being away from home for several days. This is often due to the increased temperature when the air conditioning is turned back, providing a more optimum temperature and humidity (in our area) for fleas to mature.

9. Fleas consume 15 times their body weight with every blood meal. An infestation of 220 female fleas could consume 10% of a 1-pound kitten's blood volume in one day. The majority of blood consumed is passed out as partially digested feces ("Flea Dirt") that serve as essential food for flea larvae in the carpets and other areas. 
FOR BEST FLEA CONTROL TREAT THE YARD, THE HOUSE, & ALL PETS!

