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How to clean your pet’s ears
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Lift the ear flap up and apply approximately one (1) teaspoon (5 ml) of the ear cleanser into the ear canal. Occlude the canal with a cotton ball during this process to protect against drenching should the pet shake its head. For maximum benefit, hold the cotton ball in place and massage from above and below the ear flap with the hand not holding the ear flap. You should hear a “squishing” noise if you are massaging the ear canal. When finished massaging (a maximum of 15 seconds), remove the cotton ball and let your pet shake their head. Any debris trapped in the wrinkles of the upper ear flap may be gently removed with a cotton-tipped applicator. Do not put the applicator, your finger or any other solid object past the opening to the ear canal, as this will push debris further into the canal, possibly injuring the ear drum.

If your pet has been dispensed prescription ear medication, it may need to be administered either one hour before or two hours after the ear cleaning. Check with your veterinarian to be sure.
Do not clean your pet’s ears more often than recommended by your veterinarian, as over cleaning can damage the delicate skin lining the ear canals and lead to problems.
Most dogs need to have their ears flushed out with pet ear cleanser after bathing or swimming to displace water from the ear canal. This may help decrease the risk of ear infections in some dogs.
Most cats do not need to have their ears routinely cleaned unless directed by a veterinarian.
