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COCOA MULCH TOXICITY
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 Cocoa  Mulch is manufactured by Hershey's, and they state that "It is true that studies have shown that 50% of the dogs that eat Cocoa Mulch can suffer physical harm to a variety of degrees (depending on each  individual dog). However, 98% of all dogs won't eat it."

 Cocoa  Mulch, which is sold by Home Depot, Foreman's Garden Supply and other Garden supply stores contains a lethal ingredient called 'Theobromine'.  This is a toxic substance to dogs and cats, and affects the pet’s heart and nervous system.

 
  The use of cocoa mulch in landscaping has recently become popular because of its pleasant smell. Unfortunately, what smells like chocolate also tastes like chocolate, and can be irresistible to dogs that may eat large quantities of mulch. Made from recycled hulls left over from chocolate processing, cocoa mulch contains high concentrations of toxic compounds. Methylxanthine (theobromine and caffeine) concentrations in mulch can be as high as unprocessed cocoa beans and result in chocolate toxicity even when small volumes are consumed.

Symptoms of chocolate toxicity include vomiting, muscle tremors, hyperactivity, rapid heart beat, seizures, and in severe cases, death. 

Dogs who are showing any of these signs and had access to cocoa mulch need to be taken to a veterinarian for immediate treatment. 

